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THE EASTERN BEACON, Wednesday, December * 
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HGW IT USED TO BE; This is vie*' of Jo£enhaIls , corner between 1910 and 19ia, This 
- '* iT w i*; ,1 uir' n l then %s it is now. Note the horses in liu? photo* f>jty were still 


“in use at that time altho one auto can be seen at the extreme right 
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6 THE EASTERN BEACON, Wednesday, October 16, 1963 


JOS EN HANS CORNERS — automobiles have replaced horses, 

PRESENT. This is the scene of the but the character of the store— and 

wesent intersection nearly 50 years of the cbrner as the meeting p.ace of 
a ter. The building has been rebuilt, Essex, hasn t changed a bit. 


HERITAGE SOCIETY 
Of ES3.;X & MIDDLE RIVER 
X 1 3 RIVERSIDE RD. 






CAN VOLT IDENTIFY THIS PICTURE? One of our readers supplies this shot and says It Is a view of 
Josenban's Comer sometime between the years of 1910-1913, However, we cannot exactly place the 
buildings. The structure lu the middle may be Leggett's store, L Is interesting to note that this area 
was called **Rossvllle M back in chose days. Also noteworthy Is the old streetcar on the right* whose 
sign reads "Middle River," 

*/y 


JOSENH ANS CORNERS— PAST, road looked in 

This is how the famous store at known to 
Eastern avenue and Back River Neck Coinfr,’ 5 but to 


was 
Busy 
as Josenhans, 


12 the EASTERN BEACON, Wednesday, October 9, 1963 



./ ,*14-/*} c 'i 

THE FIRST DEMOCRATIC CLUB IN THIS AREA. This is a picture of a building that 
is now a part of Josenhan's store. Old timers tell us that the first Democratic club 
organized In this area met here. You will note that the poster in front dates this photo 
to 1913, and it appears to us that the tickets for the affair were sold at 15 cents each. 


An interesting sidelight is that the Josenhan children rode to school 3 
the left side of the photo. The Josenhans also bad a contract to haul tf 
wagon to the school house some 2 miles away on Back River Neck road, 
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12 the EASTERN BEACON, Wednesday, October 9 t 1963 

k. - i 


THE FIRST DEMOCRATIC CLUB IN THIS AREA, This Is a picture of a building that 
is now a part of josenhan's store. Oldtimers tell us that the first Democratic club 
organized In this area met here* You will note that the poster in front dates this photo 
to 1913, and It appears to us that the tickets for the affair were sold at 15 cents each* 


An interesting sidelight is that the josenhan children rode to school in the old wagon in I 
the left side of the photo. The Josenhans also had a contract to haul the teachers In this I 
wagon to the school house some 2 miles away on Back River Neck road* 
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6 THE EASTERN BEACON, Wednesday, Odobet 16, 1963 
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CAN YOU IDENTIFY THIS PICTURE? One of our readers supplies this shot and says it is a view of 
Josenhan's Comer sometime between the years of 1910-1913, However, we cannot exactly place the 
buildings, m j|jTjh mTT~tr I — U is Interesting to note that this area 

was called i, RassvilIe M back in those days. 'KTso noteworthy Is the old streetcar on the right, who?* 
sign roads ' 'Middle River*" 
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TTIF OLD WEBER PLACE, on Eastern ..venue and “ er 

... Jh ----- Peters' restaurant no* stands, this picture was 
rakpn 50 years or more ago. An interesting side Htfh* Is that t e man 
right, was the .mty law •u.nenM pg 
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JO SEAMANS STORE- 
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OUR HERITAGE 


BY HELEN B. BAUMGARTNER 

Let me begin by saying that I wouldn't be able to write this or any article on 
the history of this section of Baltimore County without the help and cooperation 
of the people who lived here at the turn of the century and during the early 
1900's* We sincerely appreciate it, for without their help, the interesting and 
poignant details of life at that time would be lost. The information in the 
following story was given us by Mrs. Irene Josenhans Mi Ike. 

It was in October 1907 that Frederick W, Josenhans bought the Walters Brothers 
(William and Fred) corner. It had been sold at public auction in order to settle 
the estate as both of the brothers had died. The oldest part of the building was 
built in the 1880’$ and was put together with wooden pegs. Until the death of 
the brothers, it was known as Walters' Post Office. The Post Office was moved 
to Rossville and then to Stemmers Run. 

On December 1, 1907, Mr. Josenhans opened the store at the corner of Eastern 
Avenue and Back River Neck Road. It wasn't long before it became known as 
Josenhans Corner and, to this day, is shown that way on maps of Baltimore County. 
The 1500 block of Eastern Avenue and part of the 1400 block were all woods at 
that time, and was first used as a pasture for the horses. Then Mr. Josenhans 
had it leveled and made a ball park for the Josenhans' boys and the other boys 
in the community who called themselves the "Dixies". Today, eight houses stand 
on this ground - all belonging to one family - The Josenhans. 

Josenhans Hall was built in 1910 and was called Rossville Academy. Dancing 
classes were held upstairs by Herbert Feldpusch and later by Mr. Elton who also 
had a dancing school in Highlandtown. Young people came from miles around in 
horse and buggys. Some even walked as there wasn't always means of transportation. 

The Hall was used for suppers, banquets, meetings and entertainments. Both the 
Democratic and Republican Clubs held their meetings here. On December 22, 1923, 


o 


OUR HERITAGE - Continued - 2 - 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hotnberg celebrated their 50th Anniversary in the Hall and 
when Back River Methodist Church burned down on February 26. 1928. they used 
it for their services until the new church was built. The downstairs of the 
building was used as a stable for the ten horses belonging to the Josenhans. 
Farmers and travelers also kept their horses in the stable overnight. 

Eastern Avenue, in the days of the horse and buggys. was made of oyster shells 
and it was a pleasure to drive along because of the fine farms and parks. The 
business places were operated by families and were called roadhouses. Two of 
the parks. Hall's and Lawrences', had large groves where, in the summer, they 
served fish sandwiches and a glass of beer for 5< each. Harvey's and Mitchells's 
were opposite Hall's. Mitchell had a pavilHon over the water where meals were 
served and you could look across the river to Hollywood Park, another popular 
park where families could enjoy an afternoon of fun. Opposite was Backus Park 
which, at one time, was owned by Daniel Homberg. They had a pavilHon also 
and held floor shows. Prospect Park was another popular place and was used for 
horse racing and fair grounds. Mr. Gilmore owned Prospect Park and he started 
the car line on Eastern Avenue. He owned a large tract of land and had a 
mansion on the hill back of what is now used as a salvage place and lumber yard. 
Mr. Gilmore's real estate office was at Oriole and Eastern Avenues. It was in 

V 

the Ball Park on Oriole Avenue that the first Orioles played baseball. 

There were nice farms and beautiful woods along Eastern Avenue. The first tele- 
phone company in Essex was in Moffett's Farm House and Eastpoint is now located 
on part of this farm and also part of Busse's farm. 

The police station was located in Canton until Highlandtown became part of the 
city. Then it was moved to Lawrences' Park until a permanent station was built 
in Essex. 
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In 1912, the old wooden bridge over Back River was demolished and replaced by 
a concrete bridge. Part of the old bridge is still used as a pier where people 
can sit and fish. While the concrete bridge was being built, the wagons had to go 
along Stemmers Run Road to Philadelphia Road in order to get to the Produce 
Markets, Often people would leave their teams at Josenhans, where they would 
be taken care of and use the street car. 

In the evening, the farm boys would line up their wagons loaded with produce 
across from the store. Since it was so far to market, they would all travel 
together. In the meantime, they would stop in Josenhans and buy two cigarettes 
for a penny or a package of Duke Mixture with papers and matches for five cents 
and roll their own. They liked to trim their whips with different colored baby 
ribbons which sold for one cent a yard. The next morning, the wagons would pass 
the store, but you never saw the driver - he would be on the seat sleeping or 
under it. 

The first Sunday in May was the beginning of the busy summer season. The street 
cars brought the weekend crowds to the shores and they would stop off at Josenhans 
and give their orders for their parties and picnics. Josenhans had two double 
teams for long hauling and two single teams for the shores close by. They were 
used to deliver the beer, ice and groceries ordered by the weekenders. 

Launches at Middle River Bridge were also used to take people to the shores. 

The Holtznecht family owned a tavern there and opposite it was Dick Turpins 
"Hilltop Hotel". 

When Louis Holtznecht returned from the first World War, he and his brothers, 

Fred and Bob, built the ice plant. Before that, the Gaithers Express delivered 
the ice to the taverns by trolley from the Highlandtown Ice Company. When the 
winters were freezing, the Hombergs cut the ice from their pond and stored it in 


their ice house 
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From Middle River to Highlandtown, Josenhans and Ed Vandermast's {at Worth Point 
Road) were the only stores. Then Essex began to develop and Guttenberger opened 
a store there. In ten years, Essex became a town and one of the fastest growing 
conmunities in the county. 

The "Commodore" at Middle River was, at one time, called Eiler's Park and was 
owned by Mrs. Eller. Later on, it was sold to Mr. Buedel and became known as 
Buedel's Park. 

Josenhans Store was often a place of refuge for salesmen and travelers during 
many snow storms. When President Taft was inaugurated on March 4, 1909, there 
was a terrible blizzard. Trains and street cars were stranded for days. An 
old man came struggling into Josenhans nearly frozen. Mrs. Josenhans put up a 
cot for him near the fire. She saw he was dying and asked if he wanted a 
minister or a priest. He said he would like to have a priest, so Mrs. Josenhans 
sent for Father Connolly from Mt. Carmel. Father Connelly was an elderly grey- 
haired man and he looked like a picture walking along the car tracks in the snow 
with his two dogs. He gave the man the last rites of the church before he passed 
away. Since no one ever knew who the old man was or from where he had come, the 
County took charge of the body. 

During the flood of August 1933. boats were washed up on top of the car tracks 
over Back River and the bridge was condemned. The last car that came over was 
half full of water and the occupants didn't know how they ever got across as the 
water was up to the seats. A piano was washed off Pleasure Island at Bay Shore 
all the way around the bay to Porters Bar and a new house was washed overboard 
at Bowteys Quarters. The street cars ran as far as Back River Bridge and buses 
were used to bring the people to Middle River until the new (and current) bridge 


was built 
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Frederick Josenhans died on December 2, 1923 and his wife died on July 15, 1935 
After that, the store was run by the remaining sons and daughters. In 1968, 
after over 60 years of sep(fice to the public on the same corner, the Josenhans 
closed their doors due to deaths and ill health. 


So came to an end, another era in our history. 














THE TIMES. Eu««. Maiylond 


Our Heritage 



The Story 
Of JosenharTs Corner 


Here’s Jo senhan's Corner, as if is still known , in a 1913 
photograph . The " Corner » is f/ie intersection 


of Eastern 

BY HELEN B. BAUMGARTNER 

Let me begin by saying that I 
wouldn't be able to write this or any 
article on the history of this section of 
i Baltimore County without the help and 
1 cooperation of the people who lived 
here at the turn of the centurv and 
during the early I900’s. We sincerely 
appreciate it, for without their help, the 
interesting and poignant details of life 
at that time would be lost. The in- 
formation in the following story was 
given us by Mrs. Irene Josenhans 
Mltke 

It was in October 1907 that Frederick 
W. Josenhans bought the Walters 
Brothers < William and Fred) corner. It 
had been sold at public auction in order 
to settle the estate as both of the 
brothers had died. The eldest part of 
the building was built in the 188Q's and 
was put together with wooden pegs. 
Until the death of the brothers, it was 
known as Walters' Post Office. The 
Post Office was moved to Rossville and 
then to Stem mors Run. 


Ave. and Back River Neck Rd. 

The Hall was used for suppers, 
banquets, meetings and en- 
tertainments, Both the Democratic and 
Republic Clubs held their meetings 
here. On December 22. 1923. Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry Homberg celebrated their 


On December I, 1907, Mr. Josenhans 
opened the store at the corner of 
Eastern Avenue and Back River Neck 
Road. It wasn't long before it became 
known as Josenhans Corner and, to this 
day, is shown that way on maps of 
Baltimore County The 1500 block of 
Eastern Avenue and part of the MOO 
block were all woods at that lime, and 
was first used as a pasture for the 
horses. Then Mr. Josenhans had it 
leveled and made a ball park for the 
Josenhans' boys and the other boys in 

the community who called themselves 
the ‘ , Dixies ,t . Today, eight houses stand 
on this ground - all belonging to one 
family - The Josenhans. 

Josenhans Hall was built in 1910 and 
was called Rossville Academy. Dan- 
cing classes were held upstairs by 
Herbert Feldpusch and later by Mr. 
Elton who also had a dancing school in 
Highland town. Young people came 
from miles around in horse and buggys 
Some even walked as there wasn't 
always means of transpo rts tion 


50th Anniversary in the Hall and when 
Back River Methodist Church burned 
down on February 26, 1928, they used it 
for their services until the new church 
was built. The downstairs of the 
building was used as a stable for the ten 
horses belonging to the Josenhans. 
Farmers and travelers also kept their 
horses in the stable overnight. 

Eastern Avenue, in the days of the 
horse and buggys, was made of oyster 
shells and it was a pleasure to drive 
along because of the fine farms and 
parks. The business places were 
operated by families and were called 
roadhouses. Two of the parks. Halt’s 
and Lawrences’, had large groves 
where, in I he summer, they served fish 
sandwiches and a glass of beer for 5 
cents each Harvey’s and Mitehells's 
were opposite Hall's. Mitchell had a* 



Rossvilte A Rossvitle Academy a was built in 
1910 far suppers, banquets, meetings and 


entertainment. Dancing classes were 


pavillion over the water where meals 
were served and you could look across 
the river to Hollywood Park* another 
popular park where families could 
enjoy an afternoon of fun. 

Opposite; was Backus Park which, at 
one time, was owned by Daniel 
Bamberg They had a pavillion also 
and held Floor shows. Prospect Park 
was another popular place and was 
used for horse racing and fair grounds. 
Mr, Gilmore owned Prospect Park and 
he started Ihe carline on Eastern 
Avenue. He owned a large tract of land 
and had a mansion on the hill back of 
what is now f used as a salvage place and 
lumberyard. Mr. Gilmore's real estate 
office was at Oriole and Eastern 
Avenues. It was in the Ball Park on 
Oriole Avenue that the first Orioles 
played baseball 

There were nice farms and beautiful 
woods along Eastern Avenue. The first 
telephone company in Essex was in 
Moffett's Farm House and Eastpoint is 
now located on part of this farm and 
also part of Bussed farm. 

The police station was located tn 
Canton until Htghlandtown became 
pari of the city. Then it was moved to 
Lawrences’ Park until a permanent 
station was built in Essex, 

fn 1912* the old wooden bridge over 
Back River was demolished and 
replaced by o concrete bridge. Part of 
the old bridge is still used as a pier 
where people can sit and fish. While the 
concrete bridge was being built, the 
wagons had to go along Stemmers Run 
Road to Philadelphia Road in order to 


get to the Produce Markets, Often 
people would leave their teams at 
Josenhans, where they would be taken 
care of and use Ihe street car. 

In the evening, the farm boys would 
line up their wagons loaded with 
produce across from the store. Since it 
was so far to market, they would all 
travel together, fn the meantime* they 
would stop in Josenhans and buy two 
cigarettes for a penny or a package of 
Duke Mixture with papers and matches 
for five cents and roll (heir own. They 
liked to trim their whips with different 
colored baby ribbons which sold lor one 
cent a yard. The next morning, the 
wagons would pass the store, but you 
never say the driver - he would be on 
the seal sleeping or under it. 

The first Sunday in May was the 
beginning of the busy summer season. 
The street cars brought the weekend 
crowds to the shores and they would 

stop off at Josenhans and give their 
orders for their parties and picnics. 
Josenhans had two double teams for 
long hauling and two single teams for 
the shores close by. They were used to 
deliver the beer, ice and groceries 
ordered by the weekenders. 

Launches at Middle River Bridge 
were also used to take people to the 
shores The Holtzneeht family owned a 
tavern there and opposite it was Dick 
Turpins “Hilltop Hot 


held upstairs . 

When Louis Holtzneeht returned 
from the first World War, he and his 
brothers, Fred and Bob, built the ice 
plant. Before that, the Gaithers 
Express delivered the ice to the taverns 
by trolley from the Highlandtown fee 
Company. When the winters were 
freezing, the Hombergs cut the ice 
from their pond and stored it in their 
ice house. 

From Middle River to Htghlandtown, 

Josenhans and Ed Vandermast's (at 
North Point Road) were the only 
stores. Then Essex began to develop 
and Guttenberger opened a store there. 
In ten years, Essex became a town and 
one of the fastest growing communities 
in the county. 

The “Commodore” at Middle River 
was. at one lime, called Eller's Park 
and was owned by Mr-, Eiier, Later on 
it was sold to Mr. Buedel and became 
known as BuedePs Park. 

Josenhans Store was often a place of 
refuge for salesmen and travelers 
during many snow storms. When 
President Taft was inaugurated on 
March 4, 1909, there was a terrible 
blizzard. Trains and street cars were 
stranded for days. An old man came 
struggling into Josenhans nearly 
frozen, Mrs, Josenhans put up a cot for 

(Continued on Page 8 A) 
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The Story Of 

Josenhan's 
Corner 

(Continued from 3 A) 

him near the fire. She saw he was dying 
and asked if he wanted a minister or a 
priest. He said he would like to have a 
priest, so Mrs. Josenhans sent for 
Father Connolly from Mt. Carmel. 
Father Connelly was an elderly grey- 
haired man and he looked like a picture 
walking along the car tracks in the 
snow with his two dogs. He gave the 
man the last rites of the church before 
he passed away. Since no one ever 
knew who the old man was or from 
where he had come, the County look 
charge of the body. 

During the flood of August 1933, boats 
were washed up on top of the car tracks 
over Back River and the bridge was 
condemned. The last car that came 
over was half full of water and the 
occupants didn't know how they ever 
got across as the water was up to the 
seats. A piano was washed off Pleasure 
Island at Bay Shore all the way around 
the bay to Porters Bar and a new house 
was washed overboard at Bowleys 
Quarters, The streetcars ran as far as 
Back River Bridge and buses were 
used to bring the people to Middle 
River until the new land current) 
bridge was built. 

Frederick Josenhans died on 
December 2 f 1923 and his wife died on 
July 15, 1935. After that, the store was 
run by the remaining sons and 
daughters. In !96S, after over 60 years 
of service to the public on the same 
corner, the Josenhans closed their 
doors due to deaths and ill health 

So came to an end, another era in our 
history. 
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BY HELEN B. BAUMGARTNER 

* 

Let me begin by spying that I wouldn't be able to write t h 1 s or any article on 

the history of this section of Baltimore County without the help and cooperation 

of the people who lived here at the turn of the century and during the early 

1900 f s* We sincerely appreciate it* for without their help* the interesting and 

poignant details of life at that time would be lost. The information in *■ he 

following story was given us by Mrs. Irene Jo sen bans Mi Ike. 

o 

It was in October 19^7 that Frederick W* Josenhans bought the Walters Brothers 

fV/i Mian and Fred) corner* It had been sold at public auction in order to settle 

the estate as both of (he brothers had died. the oldest part rf the building was 

built in the iflBO's and was put together with wooden pegs. Until the death of 

the brothers* it was known as Walters 1 Post Office. The Post Office was moved 

to RossviMe and then to Stemmcrs Run* 

On December t, 190/* Hr. Josenhans opened the store at the corner of Eastern 

Avenue and Back Riv^r Neck Road. It wasn't long before it became known as 

Josenhans Corner and* to this day* is shown that way on maps of Baltimore County. 

The T r >00 block of Eastern Avenue and part of the ]400 block were all woods at 

that time* and was first used as a pasture for the horses. Then Mr. Josenh ans 

* 

had it leveled and made a ball park for the Josenhans’ boys and the other boys 

* * * 

in the community who called themselves the "Dixies". Today* eight houses stand 

on this around - all be longing to one family - The Jo sen ha ns* 

■ o 

Josenhans Kail was built in 1910 and was called Rossville Academy* Dancing 

classes wnre held upstairs by Herbert Fetdpusch and later by Mr. Elton who also 

had a dancing school in Highland! own* Young people came from miles around in 

horse and buggy s* Some even walked as there wasn't always means of transportation. 

The Hall was u*ed for suppers* banquets* meetings and entertainments* Both the 

A 

Democratic and Republican Cluhs held their moelinqi, here. On December 21 , 19 


o 
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Mr. and Mrs. Henry Homberg celebrated their 50th Anniversary in the Hall and 
when Bari River Methodist Church burned down on February 26, 1928, they used 
it for their services until the new church was built. The downstairs of the 
buildinq was used as a stable for the ten horses belonging to the Josenhans. 
Farmers and travelers also kept their horses in the stable overnight. 


Eastern Avenue, in the days of the horse and buqgys, was made of oyster shells 
and it was a pleasure to drive along because of the fine farms and parks. The 
business n’ace- were operated by families and were called roadhouses. Two of 
the nark',, Hall's and Lawrences', had larqe proves where, in the summer, they 
served fish sandwiches and a class of beer for 5c each. Harvey's and Mitchctls's 
were opposite Hall's. Mitchell had a pavillion over the water where meals were 
served and you could 1 ook across the river to Hollywood Park, another popular 
park where families could enjoy an afternoon of fun. Opposite was Backus Park 
which, at one time, was owned by Daniel Homberq. They had a pavillion also 
and hMd floor shows. Prospect Park was another popular place and was used for 
horse raring and fair grounds. Mr. Gi Imore owned Prospect Park and he started 
the car lire on Eastern Avenue. He owned a large tract of land and had a 
mansion on the hill hack of what is now used os a salvage place and lumber yard. 
Mr. Gilmore's real estate office was at Oriole and Eastern Avenues. It was in 
the Ball Park on Oriole Avenue that the first Orioles played baseball. 


There were nice farms and beautiful woods along Eastern Avenue. The first tele- 
phone company in Essex was in Moffett's Farm House and East point is now located 
on part of th s farm and also part of Busse's farm. 


’’he police station was located in Canton until High land town became part of the 
city. Then it was moved to Lawrences' Park until a permanent station was built 


in Essex 
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Jr> 191?, the old wooden bridqe over Back River was demolished and replaced by 
a cencrfe bridqe. Part of the old bridqe is still used as a pier where people 
can sit and fish. While the concrete bridqe was being built, the wacons had to go 
a Iona Stenmer^ Run Road to Philadelphia Road in order to get to the Produce 
Markets. Often people would leave their teams at Josenhans, where they would 
be taken care o r and use the street car. 

Tn the evening, the farm boys would line up their wagons loaded with produce 

acro r . r from the store. Since it was so far to market, they would all travel 

together. In the meantime, they would stop in Jos*-nhans and buy two cigarettes 

for a penny nr a package of Duke Mixture with papers and matches for five cents 

and roll their own. They liked to trim their whips with different coir red baby 
* 

ribbons which sold for one cent a yard. The next morning, the wagons would pass 
the store, but you never saw the driver - he would be on the seat steeping or 

I 

under it* 

The fir*?. Sunday in wVis the brqinninq of the busy summer season* The street 
cars hrmjqhi the weekend crowds to the shores and th^y would stop off at Josenhans 
and qive their nrd^r ^ for their parties and picnics* Jose n turns had two double 
teams for loon haulinq and two si nq 1c teams for the shores close by. They were 
used to deliver the beer f ice and qroceries ordered by the weekenders* 

launches at Middle River Bridqe were also used to take people to the shores* 

The Holtznecbt family owned a tavern there and opposite it was Dick Turpins 
"Hilltop Hot** 1 M ■ 

When LOUS’; Hollzrtecht returned frem the first World War, he and his brothers, 

Fred and Bob, built the ice plant. Before that, the Gaithers Express delivered 
the ice to the taverns by trolley from the Highlandtcwn Ice Company. When the 
winters were freezing, the Hombergs cut the icc from their pond and stored it in 


<5 
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their ice house 
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From Middle River to Highlandtown, Josenhans and Ed Vandermast ' s (at North Point 
Road) wo'p the only stores. Then Essex began to develop and Guttenberger opened 
a store there. In ten years, Essex became a town and one of the fastest growing 
ccnrouni ties in the county. 

The "Conrnodore" at Middle River was, at one time, called E iter's Park and was 
owned by Mrs. filer. Later on, it was sold to Mr. Buedet and became known as 
Suede!' s Park. 

Josenhans Store was often a place of refuge for salesmen and travelers during 
many snow storms. When President Taft was inaugurated on March 4, 1909, there 
was a terrible blizzard. Trains and street cars were stranded for days. An 
old man came struggling into Josenhans nearly frozen. Mrs. Jo sen ha ns put up a 
cot for him no.ir the fire. She saw he was dying and asked if he wanted a 
minist*** - or a priest. He said he would like to have a priest, so Mrs. Jusenhans 
sent for Father Connolly from Mt. Carmel. Father Connelly was an elderly grey- 
haired man and he looked like a picture walking along the car tracks in the snow 
with his two dogs. He gave the man the last rites of the church before he passed 
away. Since no one ever knew who the old man was or from where he had come, the 
County took charge of the body. 

□tiring the flood of August 1933, boats were washed up on top of the car tracks 
over Back River and the bridge was condemned. The lost car that came over was 
half FuM of water and the occupants didn't know how they ever got across as the 
water was up to the seats. A piano was washed off Pleasure Island at Say Shore 
all the way around the bay to Porters Bar and a new house was washed overboard 
at Bowl eys Quarters. The street cars ran as far as Back River Bridge and buses 
were used to bring the people to Middle River until the new (and current) bridge 
was built. 
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Frederick Josnnhans died on December 2, 1923 and his wife died on July 15, 1935. 
After that, t ho stor*-- was run by the remaininq sons and dauqhters. In 1968, 
after ovc- 60 year-, of service to the public on the same corner, the Jesenhans 
closed their door due to deaths and ill health. 

So came to an end, another era in our history. 


JOSENHANS STORE 

JOSENHANS STORE was located at the corner of 3ack River Neck Ed. 
and Old Eastern Avenue. In 1907 , Frederick V/. Jossnhans moved to 
Middle Hlver and opened his store on this corner which became so well- 
known that almost everyone knew where JOSENHANS CORNER was located. 

It was situated at a point where anyone going to any of the shores 
along Rack River Neck Road had to pass there first and In It, you 
could buy Just about anything you might want. 



OLD GENERAL STORE TODAY IS A LAUNDROMAT 


located at Eastern Avenue and Back Hirer Neck Hoad. 




His Old Store Of Memories 

Is Priceless As Penny Candy 


By EDWARD C0L1M0RE 

News American Bureau 

ESSEX — The pace was 
less frenzied then. Horse and 
buggies clacked across tree- 
lined roads paved with oys- 
ter shells. 

And a dinner feast of crabs 
and fish was as dose as Back 
River. 

Farmers picked their veg- 
etables from crops planted in 
neat rows near their homes 

But what they couldn’t 
grow or catch, they bought a( 
F,W. Josenhans' General 
Store, at what is today East- 
ern Avenue and Back River 
Neck Road. 

ft was 1907. And Frederick 
Josenhans had just pur- 
chased a building here ard 
was renovating it with the 
help of his family. 

"The Good Lord willing, 
I'll pay ya back tomorrow." 

That customer's IOU wa$ 
as good as cash on the bar : 
rel. It was the common seal 
of such a neighborly transac- 
tion. 

And William Josenhans 
said it was good enough. Jo- 
senhans* 73, who followed his 
father's footsteps as proprie- 
tor of the store, said, "A 
man's word was everything. 

"Ail of us in the neighbor- 
hood knew one another/* he 
said. "People were God-fear- 
ing and respectful." 

As business picked up, Jo- 
senhans helped his father 
anfi brothers construct a 
wooden porch around the 
store. 

41 We weren't accepted well 
at first, u he said. °f was 
bom in a house near the of 
Port Mission on South Broad- 
way. 

4t And my parents had a 
small 'eating saloon' — or 
what we would call a res- 
taurant today — for the sea- 
faring people in Baltimore. 
My grandmother came here 


from Germany in the late 
IgOOs and our family had 
worked in the cities. 

fl So as far as Essex people 
were concerned, we were 
city folk and they didn't like 
that. HI never forget the 
time we had to put out a fire 
somebody started at the 
store. 

*' It didn't do much damage 
but it scared us a little — let 
me tell ya!" 

Despite the shaky recep- 
tion, the Josenhans soon fit 
into the conservative, rural 
community. 

"We sold everything," Jo- 
senhans said. "And 1 mean 
everything from soup to nuts. 

"We had coal, kerosene, 
clothes, hardware, meats 
and groceries and even pa- 
tent medicines. And, oh 
yeah, there was a big barrel 
of pickles and penny candy. 

“The neighbors used to 
come by and sit around and 
talk about things. Sometimes 
It (the topic of conversation) 
would be President (Wood- 
row) Wilson, other times 
maybe the man down the 
way. 

4 'Our store was something 
like the supermarkets today 
except we also sold liquor, 
too. We had Fred Bauemsch- 
midt's Beer/* 

Josenhans said Bauemsch- 
rnidt was the first man in the 
area to’ own an automobile. 

"He rode it right up to our 
store," he said. "Soon, you 
saw less horses and buggies 
and more cars. 

"When that happened, my 
family bought an above- 
ground gas tank and sold gas 
to the new motorists." 

Moving with the times 
helped keep the small comer 
store alive. 

Josenhans, who lives in 
the 15 00 block Easte rn Ave. t 

worked in the store for near- 
ly 60 years. 

I 44 1 could go on and on 

about the way things were," 
he said reminiscing. 

"I remember paying $1.50 


a month for a telephone, lis- 
tening to the radio 'Fireside 
Chats* with President 
(Franklin) Roosevelt and the 
WPA (Work Progress Ad- 
ministration) road jobs near 
the store." 

But Josenhans recalls the 
changes in the growing sub- 
division most of all. Road 
improvements were among 
many factors that rear- 
ranged the face of the once- 
rustic community. 

"New roads were put in 
and for a while things were 
okay," Josenhans said. "In 
1942, we made enough to 
build a brick building. 

"After that, concrete is- 
lands were added* making it 
more difficult to get to the 
store. The traffic — and the 
people — just seemed to pass 
us by. 

44 From 1957 to 1967, busi- 
ness was really bad, so we 
decided to rent it out to a 
boat dealer. Then in 1972. we 
sold the place to a man who 
turned it into a laundromat*" 

But Josenhans, who lives a 
block from the store, said 
managing the small business 
was worth it all. 

“I'm old now, but if I had 
it to do over again, l would," 
he said. ^ 
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CHARLES CLEW ENT- HE WAS THE ‘<TPST ZEBRA 
TRAINER IN THE RING LING BROTHERS Cl ROTS 
THEY OALLEL HIVi BOSTON 
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**i, Chnsi^j^. 
dtiow. The tmowy Chtu^ 

A y$ here, timber, are few. 

This year baa been eo mild tha 
few perTg of the country are likely to 
*havti a w hite Christmas. 

WEDDING RE-ENACTED 

AFTER FIFTY YEARS* 

The wedding of Mr. and Mrs. Henry' 
Homberg cf Stemmers Hun was re- 

enacted last night at their golden . 
wedding ceremony, celebrated at ihe\ 
Roasvfilo Academy. Eastern avenue 
and Back River Week rood. Mr, H am- 
ber^ seventy-emu and Mr*. Homberg' 
sixty-eight. | 

In tfleinory of th« event a baptismal j 
«on* was rrosentCfl by Mr, aird Mrs. < 
Hamburg to flt. John's Lutheran 
Church, Essex, 
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WEDDING REENACTED I 

AT GOLDEN JUBILEE , 
, f - 
Siemmera Run Couple Then En- 
tertain Guests At Recep- 

jSuti ,ion And Da nce n(f n hi 

A wedding ceret^oTiy which took place 
5<^ years ngo was reenacted last night 
at the Hnenvllle Academy, Eastern ave- 
nue and Back River Neck road. The 
occasion was the golden wedding anni- 
versary of Mr, nnd Mrs. Henry Horn- 
berg. who have lived at 8 remitter* Run 
for *HI yhars and are among the oldest 
inhabitants of that- district. Mr. Hom- 
berg is 71 years old. Airs. Homberg 
is f$. * 

Tim ceremony was repeated in detail 
as it wm origin ally. ^Irs. Mary Knh 
ler. Rnepcbnrg, was bridesmaid, and 
Chariots Schultz was best man. ns they 
were 50 years ago, when the first cere- 
mony was performed at the First Ger- 
man United Evangelical Church. 

Mr. and Mrs, Horn berg, in memory of 
the event, presented a baptismal font 
to St. John's Lutheran Church. Essex. 
Addresses were made by the Rev. Wil- 
liam Batx, pastor of the German 
United Evangel leal Church; the Rev, 

J. C, Twele, pastor of St. Stephen^ 
Lutheran Church, and the Rev. C.F, W. 
ITitrtlag*, pastor of St. John's Lutheran 
Church. After the ceremony Mr, and 
Mm ITomberg entertained more than 
41 mi guest k tit n reception and dunce, . 
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Our Heritage 


The Story Of 


Josenhan's Corner 






ere s Josenhan's Corner, as it Is still known. In a 1913 
photograph. The "Corner" is the Intersection 
of Eastern Ave. and Back River Neck Rd. 


BY HELEN B. BAUMGARTNER 


Let me begin by saying that I 
wouldn't be able to write this or any 
article on the history of this section of 
Baltimore County without the help and 
cooperation of the people who lived 
here at the turn of the century and 
during the early 1900*5. We sincerely 
appreciate it, for without their help, the 
interesting and poignant details of life 
a I that time would be lost. The in- 
formation in the following story was 
given us by Mrs. Irene Josenhans 
Milke 

It was in October 1907 that Frederick 
W. Josenhans bought the Walters 
others (William and Fred) corner. It 
h&d been sold at public auction in order 
to settle the estate as both of the 
brothers had died. The oldest part of 
the building was built in the lB80 f s and 
was put together with wooden pegs. 
Until the death of the brothers, it was 
known as Walters 1 Post Office. The 
Post Office was moved to Rossville and 

I hen to Stem mens Run. 


On December i, 1907, Mr. Josenhans 
opened the store at the corner of 
Eastern Avenue and Back River Neck 
Road. It wasn’t long before it became 
known as Josenhans Corner and, to this 
day, is shown that way on maps of 
Baltimore County. The 1500 block of 
Eastern Avenue and part of the 1400 
block were all woods at that time, and 
was first used as a pasture for 
horses. Then Mr. Josenhan^WtTTt 
leveled and made a i^HSfrflMor the 
Josenhans' boys jg^he other boys in 

the community who called themselves 
the ''Dixies’*. Today, eight houses stand 
on this ground - all belonging to one 
family - The Josenhans. 

Josenhans Hall was built in 1910 and 
was called Rossville Academy. Dam 
cing classes were held upstairs by 
Herbert Feldpusch and later by Mr. 
Elton who also had a dancing school in 
Highlandtown Young people came 
from miles around in horse and buggys , 
Some even walked as there wasn't 


The Hall vvas used for suppers, 
banquets, meetings and en- 
tertainments. Both the Democratic and 
Republic Clubs held their meetings 
here. On December 22, 1923, Mr, and 
Mrs. Henry Horn berg celebrated their 
!>oth Anniversary in the Hall and when 
Back River Methodist Church burned 
down on February 26, 1928, they used it 
for their services until the new church 
was built. The downstairs of the 
building was used as a stable for the ten 
horses belonging to the Josenhans 
Farmers and travelers also kept their 
horses In the stable overnight. 

Eastern Avenue, in the days of the 
horse and buggys, was made of oyster 
shells and it was a pleasure to drive 
along because of the fine farms and 
parks. The business places w'ere 
operated by families and were called 
roadhou ses. T wo of the parks, Hall's 
had large groves 
, they served fish 
sandwiches and a glass of beer for 5 
cents each. Harry’s and Mitchells s 
were opposite Hall s Mitchell had a 
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The Story Of 

[Josenfian's 

Corner 

( Continued from 3 A) 

him near the fire. She saw he was dyin 
and asked if he wanted a minister or 
priest. He said he would like to ha^e a 
priest, so Mrs. Josenhans sent for 
Father Connolly from Mt, Carmel. 
Father Connelly was an elderly grey- 
haired man and he looked like a 'picture 
walking along the car tracks in the 
snow with his two dogs. He gave the 
man the last rites of the church before 
he passed away. Since no one ever 
knew who the old man was or from 
where he had come t the County took 
charge of the body. 

During the flood of August 1933, boats 
were washed up on top of the car tracks 
over Back River and the bridge was 
condemned. The last car that came 
over was half full of water and the i 
occupants didn't know how they ever 
got across as the water was up to the 
seats, A piano was washed off Pleasure 
Island at Bay Shore all the w f ay around 
the hay to Porters Bar and a new house 
was washed overboard at Bowleys 
Quarters. The streetcars ran as far as 
Back River Bridge and buses were 
used to bring the people to Middle 
River until the new (and current) 
bridge was built, 

Frederick Josenhans died on 
December 2, S 923 and his wife died on 
July 15, 1935. After that, the store was I 
run by the remaining sons and I 
daughters. In 1968, after over 60 years 
of service to the public on the same I 
corner, the Josenhans closed their I 
doors due to deaths and ill health. 

So came to an end, another era in our I 
history. I 
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As I remember... 

Josenhans’ narrative 
continues description of area 


in early 1900 ’s 

(Editor’s note: John Josenhans’ narrative 
resumes, picking up the description of the 
area near Eastpoint as it was in the early 
190G’s. 

Next week, in the final installment, he 
tells of his days at Back River School 
which was then located across the street 
from its present site. He also touches on 
the subject of politics.) 

By JOHN JOSENHANS 
Edited by Jackie Dimeter 

Then was the Moffitt car bam where the 
streetcars were kept (later owned by 
Charlie Irish Chevrolet). At the bottom of 
the hill was a nice stream and a home was 
at the head of the stream. It looked like a 
storybook setting. The place was called 
Silver Lake and John Lowrey built a home 
across from the Woodbine Hotel. 

Above what is now Rolling Mill, was 


% 


The shell roads were being replaced by 
tar roads built up from slag or waste coal 
from the rolling mills. A few autos started 
to come out then and the sewage plant was 
completed and city water started coming 
out. Essex started to develop. 

Back River Neck and P&tapsco Neck were 
known as the spinach market of the east. 
Then came a way. spinach and several 
dairy farms were taken over by the 
government to build Fort Holabird. The 
other farmers raised a lot of pigs from the 
kitchen slop from Holabird. 

During World War I, everyone rallied to 
the cause. When we entered the war, I was 
in 6th grade at Back River School. My 
older sister and other teenaged girls and 
older, held dances in the building in back 
of our old store, to raise money to send 
things to the local boys in camps overseas. 
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exchange was. 

You used the old crank phone and if you 
didn't know the number, the operator 
knew them ail All we had were two repair 
men. 

On the right on Old North Point Ed., was 
Vandermast Tavern* On the other side 
was Vandermast store and KJessman 
Plumbing* Then on the hill was George 
Lawrence's Park and tavern and some 
florist and across the road was Oak Lawn 
cemetery and Loeblein Marble Works 
(both still there). 

Then there was Cherry Hill or Russ Hill 
and at the bottom of the hill was the 
fireworks store across from what was 
later Crosse and Blackwell. 

Farther across the city line came Bay 
View Hospital (now City), Across from 
there was a distillery which was later torn 
down. 

The old power house which supplied 
electric for the streetcars is now a bank. 
As 1 was told, the old city line went to East 
Ave*, near Patterson Park. I don't know 
what year the city took over from the 
county, they called it annexation, hut they 
came out as far as Graceland Park, where 
Crosse and Blackwell is. 

The times began to change. 

We then got our fire protection from 
Canton station with horse drawn wagons. 
We had occasion to need them one time 
and, 1 hope I'm not exaggerating, but I 
think they took 30 minutes (averaging four 
minutes per mile) . I know they had to walk 
the horses around for quite a while for 
them to cool off* 

The police and firemen in those days 
deserve a lot of credit. They were from 
people of all trades. The firemen bad at 
night, 14 hours, and in the day, 10 hours, at 
$60 per month, I think, with two days off a 
month. 

The police worked 12 a,m* to 12 p.m. at 
$60 oer month. Whe we got the Essex 
station (In 1910) it was just in time. The 
sewerage and water were being extended 
down Eastern Avenue and roads were 
being improved as autos were starting to 
come into use. Naturally, a different type 
of people started to travel the roads and 
Essex started to mushroom. 


utii icing was a iso laugni mere. 

Anything pertaining to Germany was 
taboo at that time. The y went to far that 
you couldn't say sauerkraut you had to say 
Liberty cabbage. The cartoon, the Kat- 
zenjammer Kids was changed to the 
Captain and the Kids. German St* in the 
city was changed to Redwood St* That was 
just an example of the times in war* We 
were fighting the Kaiser then. 

I think it was sometime during the war 
that prohibition came in* (Editors note: 
Prohibition began in 1919, began to be 
enforced in 1920, and was repealed by FDR 
in H&2). At our store, we sold malt and 
hops for 50 cents a can and bottles and cap 
for people who made home-brew. Then the 
big bootleggers came in and we had quite a 
few stills in the Back River Neck area. The 
bootleggers never bothered anyone but 
their own if they infringed on their 
territory, 

I saw quite a few people shot by rival 
gangs and in front of Josenhans' store, 
they had a shoot-out* A man was left lying 
dead on a nearby tavern porch and the 
next morning we looked the store over and 
found several bullets in the shutters which 
were always shut at night after business 
hours. 

I had occasion to know quite a few 
bootleggers were caught by county police 
but they didn't care because they paid a 
small fine and spent maybe thirty days in 
jail at Towson. But they tell me, the jail 
was like a country club. The bootleggers 
were let out in the daytime and they could 
roam around the town or elsewhere, just so 
they came back at night to be locked 
up until morning. 

Now, moat of the ones caught were small 
fry. The still operators who very seldom 
came near the stills paid the families of 
these prisoners while in jail. 

Now, things began to change. The federal 
government sent revenue agents to take 
over and soon they caught some of the big 
shots, the owners. The revenuers had them 
put away for six to thirty months for 
selling untaxed liquors. The depression 
was In full swing by then and people who 
never thought they would do it, were 
helping the bootletters, to earn a few 
dollars. 


The view from the lire department tower in 1923 showed the view south on Margaret Ave. 



Vigilant Fire Department displayed ft's first motorised truck. Vigilant Savings and Loan 
later look over the location* 



